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measure it was duly assented to by the Bong on tlie Chapter
advice of the Colonial Secretary on the ground that it    __1
was a local matter.
New Zealand was given by the Constitution Act of
1852 a limited power of repeal, but on the whole it
seems probable1 that the hmitation was removed im-
plicitly by the general terms of the Colonial Laws
Validity Act, 1865, and that it has full power of change.
But, until it exercises it, bills to alter the Governor's
salary or the sum secured for native affairs must be
reserved. The Statute of Westminster, 1931, expressly
leaves the matter in statu quo, and the issue whether it
is possible for the Parliament to abolish the Legislative
Council must remain undecided unless and until that
proposal is proceeded with. The Statute, however, has
no restriction as to Newfoundland, and, if the Parlia-
ment applies Section 2 of the Statute, it will become
possessed of full constituent powers, for the only re-
strictions on its authority are provisions contained in
Imperial Acts authorising the Crown to impose quali-
fications for membership of the Assembly, residential
qualifications for electors, simultaneous holding of
elections, and the recommendation of money votes by
the Governor. The Canadian provinces are given free-
dom to modify their constitutions save as regards the
federal office of Lieutenant-G-overnor.
The position of the Dominion of Canada is very
different from that of the provinces. Neither, of course,
can alter the distribution of powers or the federal
scheme as laid down in the British North America
Acts, 1867-1930, but Canada is denied the authority
1 Keith, Responsible Government in the Dominions (ed. 1928), i. 354,
355.